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XVIII. A Letter from the Widow of the late 
Mr. John Senex, F.R.S. to Martin Folkes, 
Efq\ Prefdent of the Royal Society, con- 
cerning- the lar?e Globes prepared by her late 
Hujband, and no~v fold by herfelf, at her 
Houfe over-againjl St. Dunftan's Church 
in Fleeoftreet, 

U / XV, 

Read Jan. i^frr^HE Royal Society being lately acquainted 
1748-9. J^ w i c ] 1 f ome Improvements that were faici 
to have been made upon the Globes at Nuremberg^ and de- 
fired to encourage and recommend the fame, I am obliged 
to return you my mod grateful Acknowledgments for your 
kind Interpofition in behalf of mine. It is fufficientiy known, 
that Works of Art, made in our own Country, have, for 
the moft part, a Degree of Exa&nefs much fuperior to 
tfaofe of foreign Countries: And I hope I may be allowed to 
fay in particular, and without Difparagement to the Per- 
formances of others, that my Globes will be found, upon 
Examination, as truly made, as accurate, and as well 
adapted for the Purpofes of Geography and Aftronomy, 
as any now extant. For (not to mention that the Terrejhial 
is formed from the beft Maps that could be made or pro- 
cured, and contains no material Error in the Situation of 
any Places where Obfervations have been really and truly 
made) the Cekfiia!, upon the niceft Examination, will be 
found to have this Advantage above all others, that the 
Figures of the Conjlellations there given, were originally 
delineated by a Gentleman, whofe Skill in Performances 
of this Nature was very well known and allowed -, under 
the Dirtftion of the great Dr. Halley, to whofe Kindnefs 
my late Hufband was upon all Occafions particularly in- 
debted. 
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debted. And befides this, to each Star are added Bavet** 
Letters of Reference \ a Circumftance extremely uteful, 
either for the tracing out the Path of a Comet, or for dc- 
fcribing any new Phenomenon in the Heavens. 

It may be further obferved, that Celeftial Globes, as they 
are commonly fitted up, are adjufted only to one particular 
Year 5 though indeed they may ferve without any fenfible 
Error, during the Life of any fingle Perfon \ whereas 
mine, particularly the two greateft, viz. of 17 and 28 
Inches in Diameter, have this further Advantage, that 
they ferve indifferently for any Age pall or to come. For 
by means of a Nut and Screw, which will be hereafter 
defcribed, the Globe is made to turn round an Iron Axle % 
whereby the Pole of fhe Equator (chough fixed in common 
Globes) is made here to revolve about the Pole of the Eclip- 
tic, and reprefents the flow Motion forwards obferved 
among thefixed Star?, but really owing to the flow Motion 
backwards of the Equinoctial Points, 

Upon this Account it is, that theConfteliation of Arm is 
got into the Sign of Taurus, and the Conftellation of Taurus 
into that of Gemini, and fo of the reft. Hence likewife it is, 
that Stars which rofe or fet at particular Seafons of the Year 
in the times of Hefwd, Eudoxus, Virgil, Vliny, &c. by no 
Weans anfwer at this Time to their Descriptions \ but by 
the Improvement I am here fpeaking of, my Globes 
(allowing for the Preceffwn of the Equinox, as it is called, 
i. e. one Degree in feventy-two Years) may, without any 
Trouble, be adjufted to the Accounts given by any of 
thole Writers, 

By this means likewife, every one may judge of the 
Truth of ancient Obfervations without the Labour of a 
tedious Calculus, which fome are not able, and others arc 
not willing, or at Leifure, to go through, By this means 
likewife, fome Paflages in thole ancient Writers may be 
corrected, when Manufcripts afford no Affiftance. Fo: 
thefe frcqueutly fuffer by the Hands they go through, 
whilft the Heavens remain invariably the fame. 

As 
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As by this apparent Motion in the Heavens, not only 
the Longitudes^ Declinations, and Right Ajcenjt:m of the 
fixed Scars arc affe&ed, but the Pofition of the Cc'nres h 
or* Courfe altered, yet by the Help of this Contrivance all 
may be reitored, and the Age of an Author, in feme f^rt, 
beafcertain'd. 

The famous Agronomical Argument likewiie of Sir Ifaac 
Newton* in his Chronology. p.S 6,8 7, &c. may hereby be more 
particularly enquired into, and confidered ; all which Ules 
will be fpeediiy (hewn and demonftrated by a regular Series 
of Propofitions, in a Treatife, as I am well aflured, that 
is preparing for the Prefs, by the Reverend and Learned 
Mr. George Coftard) Fellow of ' ffadbam-College, in Oxford. 

Thefe, Sir, are fome of the great Advantages of my 
Globes over others; and I therefore hope they will merit 
the Encouragement of a Society founded for promoting 
real and ufeful Learning •, and that the Importation of any 
Globes from abroad may be rendered lefs neceffary, if not 
entirely ufelefs. I am, 

Tilth all Gratitude and RefpeB* 

S J R 9 
London. Jan. 17. 7 our moji diked, 

Humble Servant , 

M APY CPVPV 
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No. 492. In the CsntrKts Art. XIV. and />« 162. Art XIV 
far Mr. Richard Mafon read Charles Mafon, D. D. 
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